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Church History
Class 12: Baptist History & the World Missions Movement
_______________________________________________________
"All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew 28:18-19
I) Introduction
A) Many of us are familiar with this passage, and know it as the Great Commission, Jesus’ charge to all believers to be evangelists throughout the world, to all peoples.
B) This morning we want to talk about two subjects, both mentioned in this verse.
C) The first is related to the matter of baptism.  We are a Baptist church.  Now we don’t want to be too parochial, for we are first and foremost a Christian church, we can enjoy fellowship with Christian believers who affirm the biblical Gospel though they may differ on matters such as baptism and church governance.  Yet, we are a Baptist church, and we want to understand our particular Baptist history.
D) We are also a church that supports international missions and want to understand the history of the World Missions Movement, and we will see that Baptists played a significant role in its origins.
II) Baptist Origins – 4 groups
A) There is not just one point of origin for Baptists, we can locate at least four different possible origins to the Baptist story—though I believer only the latter two form part of our authentic, organic history.
1) We are going to do this by looking at Origins – Beliefs – Descendants of these four streams.
B) I want to give an overview of these four streams, but first I think it is appropriate to distinguish a very bare bones definition of a Baptist. One that distinguishes them from Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, Congregationalists and many others.
1) Religious Freedom
a) Freedom of conscience from the State—(God alone judges the conscience; the state cannot judge the heretic or the atheist)
b) Congregational autonomy
2) Believers baptism
a) The pure church consists of those who have repented of their sins and place their faith in Christ—thus only professing believers are baptized and admitted into church membership.
C) Anabaptists (1525)
1) Origin
a) Zurich, Switzerland – radical followers of Ulrich Zwingli
i) Some (Conrad Grebel) Frustrated with pace of reform
1 Luther, Zwingli worked with officials/authority
2 Some (Radicals) wanted separation - rejected infant baptism in 1525.
b) Local authorities denounced them  – “Re-baptizers”
i) Heretical (child abuse) & seditious (anarchy) 
ii) Heavily persecuted - Executed some of them.
c) Popped up all over Europe in 1530s
2) Beliefs
a) Considerable diversity
b) Extreme Elements that Distinguish
i) Pacifism, No holding govt office, 
ii) question original sin
iii) radical egalitarianism (no authority), 
iv) pursue religious perfection
3) Descendants
a) Mennonites and the Amish
D) General Baptists (1608)
1) Origin
a) 1607 – Led by John Smyth (1565-1612): Christians fled to Amsterdam to escape persecution and establish a pure church
b) 1609 - Smyth became convinced that believer's baptism was biblical and infant baptism was not and after having adopting Baptist principles in Holland, Smyth baptized first himself and then 40 others, including Thomas Helwys (1550 -1616), later an influential London Baptist.
c) First English General Baptist church formed in Holland under John Smyth. 
i) Smyth was later excommunicated by his church when he tried to make them become Waterlander Mennonites (1610)
ii) Thomas Helwys went many back to England founded first Baptist church in England, in Spitalfields in 1612 [They disagreed with the Waterlanders on a) lawfulness of oaths; b) “celestial flesh” of Christ.]
1 Imprisoned at Newgate prison in 1615 for his views; died in 1616.
2) Beliefs
a) Why “General” – general atonement
i) Christ’s death applied generally to all people, freely accept or reject, can lose it.
ii) Synergism – 
1 See this constant theological contest – Augustine/Pelagius – Calvinists/Arminians – First Great Awakening/Second Great Awakening
3) Descendants
a) 47 churches by 1650, formed general assembly 1564.
b) Suffered doctrinal ambiguity – virtually extinct by 1800 (some Unitarians).
E) Particular Baptists
1) Origins
a) Particular Baptists emerged from a Puritan-Separatist congregation which Henry Jacob had formed in 1616.
b) In 1638 the First English Calvinistic Baptists began meeting.
c) By 1644, seven particular Baptists churches were associating together—issued London Confession 1644 to distinguish themselves from General Baptists and Anabaptists.
2) Beliefs
a) Particular atonement –Christ’s death had a saving significance only for those particular souls regenerated by the Holy Spirit. (Thus contra the General Baptists).
b) Monergism—God and God alone is the cause of salvation.
3) Descendants
a) Both General & Particular Baptists grew rapidly during English Civil War (1642 – 1649) & Commonwealth / Interregnum (1650-1660) – degree of freedom – 300 Baptists churches by 1660
i) Two – Bunyan & Spurgeon
ii) John Bunyan
1 Baptized in 1653 (age 24), began preaching, imprisoned 1660 (Charles II) to 1672 (no permission of magistrate – refused to stop preaching) again in 1675
2 In prison – Pilgrim’s Progress (1678 & 1684) – Christian classic – allegory of Christian journey
3 In prison – Grace Abounding – autobiography of his spiritual journey
iii) Charles Spurgeon – “Prince of Preachers”
1 Baptized in 1850 – at 19 pastor of largest congregation in London; 
a. continued to outgrow buildings – Metropolitan Tabernacle (1861), built to hold 5,000 seated and 1,000 standing
2 1887 – “Down-grade” – growing liberalism in the Baptist Union
3 Preached 3,600 sermons, 49 volumes of commentaries and devotions
F) American Baptists
1) Origins
a) First Baptist church in America was established in 1639 by Roger Williams.
i) Roger Williams—Attended Cambridge ordained as Anglican but became Puritan—Came to Mass Bay Col in 1631
ii) Argued Puritans had no right to Indian land; Felt it wrong for magistrates to enforce church attendance and other spiritual duties.
1 Winthrop banished Williams to England; Williams chose to leave in October 1635; arrived at the head of Narragansett Bay in April 1636 where he founded Providence.
2) Beliefs
a) Early American Baptists were both General and Particular.
i) Particular in Philadelphia—1707 Association of Baptists—First organized fellowship of Baptist churches in America.
3) Descendants
a) Baptists only held a slight presence until the 1st GA in the 1740s—More on that to come.
III) [bookmark: _GoBack]Baptist Confession
A) “No creed but the Bible”
1) Now, let’s correct a misunderstanding about Baptists – some have accused Baptists of asserting that there is no “no creed, but the Bible”
a) A creed, or confession, is a statement of belief, it spells out the doctrinal principles to which a person or group of people hold – so the Apostle’s Creed
b) Some say Baptists so individualistic (reject authority), so fragmented, so ignorant of church history, so squishy on doctrine, that they don’t articulate what they believe
2) From the beginning, Baptists have written statements of faith to outline specifically what they believe – I want to briefly walk through those statements, or confessions.
B) First London Confession of 1644 (Particular – 1638) – a warm, devotional, gently Calvinistic confession (midst of English Civil War) – distinguish from General Baptists
C) Second London Confession of 1689 – Baptists revision of the Westminster Confession (1646 – statement of faith for Church of England) <written in 1677 – Act of Toleration>
1) Intentional in utilizing same language as Westminster, to strive for unity in belief, and drawing distinctions over some matters such as baptism, congregational government
D) 1833 New Hampshire Confession – (triennial convention) - most widely used among English-speaking Baptists – 
1) CHBC Statement of Faith - 1878 – we still affirm
2) 1925 - SBC adopted and adapted it as Baptist Faith & Message
a) Revised in 1963, and in 2000 – SBC seminaries and agencies
3) “explicit statement of our faith in the Bible, and of what we take it to teach, and it is useful in cultivating unity among us and remaining faithful to teaching what is true”
a) Don’t have to affirm it to be a Christian, but you do to join this particular congregation. – mark of unity
IV) American Baptists – First Great Awakening
A) First Great Awakening
1) Raised Questions
a) Wisdom of the church-state establishment 
b) With emphasis on conversion raised questions about infant baptism.
c) Baptist churches grew (primarily Particular - Calvinists)
i) North (New England: 25 in 1740 to 312 in 1804)
ii) Into the southern colonies (Thousands by 1770s)
iii) Note it’s still not a lot
B) Religious Freedom (Baptist Focus)
1) U.S. not a place of pure religious freedom (exception: Pennsylvania and Rhode Island)
a) Baptists (outsiders) press for religious freedom
2) North – Massachusetts Bay – seized property to pay church tax
a) Isaac Backus – converted during 1st GA – founded Baptist church
i) Mother arrested for not paying to state congregational church
ii) Prolific writer to promote freedom of the church from the state
iii) “taxation without representation” applies to church
3) South – Anglican Virginia (worse)
a) Worse – (license to preach if not Anglican)
i) Baptist preachers imprisoned – whipped
ii) Mobs broke up worship services
iii) Magistrates shut down churches
b) John Leland – Mass to Virginia (1777)--
i) Friends with James Madison & Thomas Jefferson
ii) Fought for disestablishment of religion – Bill of Rights
4) First Amendment  - “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof” – 1791
a) It did eventually disestablish religion, and create religious freedom
b) Many argue that, like the rest of the Bill of Rights only sought to restrain the national civil state, not to restrain religion from influencing the state. – 
c) Interpretation of the statement has always been contested
i) Baptists – sought to have the freedom to worship without the government taking their money to support another church, or legally binging their conscience
1 “wall of separation between Church and State” from Jefferson’s letter to Danbury Baptist Association in 1802
a. Creating a strictly secular polity
b. Baptists concerned – believed morality based on Christian principles necessary for good government & policy
C) Second Great Awakening
1) We spoke briefly about the Second Great Awakening last week – 1795 – 1820s (30s)
2) Democratic appeal (free choices of people)
a) Baptists & Methodists joined democratic appeal and effective leadership
b) 1812 – 200,000 Baptists in the U.S. – 1850, more than a million 
i) Frontiers Ohio, Virginia, KY, TN
3) Revivals created organizations that supported an increasing interest in missionary outreach.
a) Turn to the development of the World Missions Movement
V) World Missions Movement
A) Previous Protestant Missionary Work
1) Edwards and others among Native Americans—Eliot, Brainerd
B) William Carey - Protestant Missions from English speaking lands began
1) “father of the modern mission movement” – from England
a) Worked in a shoe shop – books next to bench to learn languages – 
i) Dutch, French, Latin, Indo-European languages
ii) 1792 - He and several friends organized the Baptist Missionary Society to send preachers to remote parts of the world
1 became the model for other denominations – independent organization
2) He sailed with family to India – 
a) Suffered significant trials – death of child / wife’s severe depression
b) Focused on an embedded ministry – learning local languages and culture – 
c) With colleagues - Translated Bible into 42 Asian languages – established 20 churches in India
3) Following Carey’s lead, others established organizations for foreign missions
C) Most prominent in U.S. – American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM)
1) 1806 – Williams College students--Congregationalists – haystack shelter rainstorm – prayer meeting – formed
2) First missionaries in 1812 – among them – Adoniram Judson & Luther Rice
a) On the boat to Calcutta – convinced of baptism – Congregationalist organization
b) Rice returned to US– organized 1814 the General Missionary Convention of the Baptist Denomination (Triennial Convention; every 3 years)
c) Judson, like Carey, endured significant trials but in Burma – 
i) lost three wives, 
ii) long periods of imprisonment
iii) Impact – 7,000 Christians and 100 national ministers
3) Triennial Convention - In its first 20 years, by 1834, sent 100 missionaries
D) Southern Baptist Convention
1) By 1830s, growing tension between northern and southern Baptists over slavery
a) Democratic / Equality - Baptists had helped lead abolitionist movements, calls for manumission – challenged hierarchies of race and class
i) New generation of ministers accommodated to southern culture, wishes of upper class
ii) Developed defenses for slavery
b) 1845 – Triennial Convention refused to endorse missionaries that owned slaves
i) In protest, many Baptists in the South formed the Southern Baptist Convention
ii) New era for Baptists in establishing a larger denominational structure
c) A shameful blight on Baptist history—Publically repented of slavery 1995
d) 1995 – SBC
i) Formally denounced all forms of racism
ii) Repudiated historic acts of evil such as slavery
iii) Repented of all forms of racism in the past
iv) Asked for forgiveness from African Americans for its role in such forms of racism
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