Class 9: Biblical Manhood and Womanhood – Roles of Man and Women in the Church (Pt. 2)
· This week we will continue our study of the roles and responsibilities of men and women in the church.
Review
· Genesis 1:26-27…men and women are created in God’s Image…they are equal in glory, honor, value, dignity and worth.
· Genesis 2…Men are created by God to be the spiritual leader…obey God’s command, fulfill commission…protect
· Women are created by God to be man’s helper…they have unique role and distinct responsibilities to strengthen, assist
· 1 Cor. 11:3…the roles and responsibilities that men and women have are a reflection of God’s Trinitarian character
· 1 Cor. 12…God gives gifts to both men and women in the church for the purpose of building each other up…No one is unimportant or irrelevant to the church’s life and health…God has designed the Body just like He wants it, with its various gifts and roles…resting in this truth guards our hearts from pride, insecurity, discontentment. 
· Galatians 3:26-28… The Gospel is for all people…in Christ, all people have equal status before God…There’s no varsity and JV…there’s no racism or sexism…Christ unites us in an identity that is superior to all, including gender.
· 1 Timothy 2:11-15 “11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing-if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.”
· The church in Ephesus was under attack by false teachers who were undermining the Gospel, by calling people to all kinds of non-biblical restrictions, including forbidding marriage. Along with this they were tempting the women to throw off the long-standing, biblical role of helper in favor of a more independent, egalitarian lifestyle.
· In v11 we saw that women were to not be unruly and usurp the authority of the teachers God had raised up, but instead to have an attitude of submission before God’s Word and God’s leaders. Rather than attempt to take the reins of spiritual leadership, women are called to have a disposition that expects and encourages men to lead. 
· In v12 we saw the only 2 restrictions God gives to women in their service of the church. 
· The 1st restriction is that women are not permitted to teach men. Because God has designed men to have the role of leader, the responsibility of instructing the church from Scripture is restricted to men. Women are allowed to teach other women and children…but God says they are not allowed to instruct the men of the church from God’s Word. 
· The 2nd restriction is that women are not permitted to have authority over a man. The word translated “have authority over” means to have control over another, in the sense of governing or ruling them. God has entrusted men with the role of having leadership and authority in the home and in the local church. As we’ll see in a moment this is important when we think about who God calls to serve in the role of elder / pastor in His church.
· Why are these restrictions given?  In v13-14 where we find the 2 reasons God gives us… 
· 1st, in v13 we read that “Adam was formed first, and then Eve.” The reason is rooted in God’s design in creation. God made Adam before Eve and give him the honor and responsibility to lead her. Eve was created after Adam and was given the honor and responsibility to be his helper. This means that for a woman to authoritatively teach doctrine to a man or hold governing authority over men among God’s chosen people, would be to work against God’s design.  
· The 2nd reason for the restrictions is v14 that “Adam was not the one deceived, it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.” As we said, this doesn’t mean women are more gullible and more easily deceived than men. Being deceived is a human problem, not just a female problem. 

· Instead he’s making the point that in the original temptation, part of Satan’s strategy was to attack the created order God had established. So, instead of going to Adam, the God-appointed leader, he deliberately defied that order and went to Eve, putting her in the position of leader. He drew her out from under Adam’s protection which led to her deception and her becoming a sinner. So v14 is about the serpent’s strategy to bring deception among God’s people by tempting men and women to reject their God given-roles. Satan wants men to be passive and indifferent toward God’s command and he wants women to come out from under the protection of men so that they can be deceived. 
· So, both of the reasons God gives for restrictions on women’s service in the local church are rooted in God’s original plan for creation. As we said last week, these verses show that the restrictions are not based on pragmatics or preference or cultural opinion…God takes us back to the Garden of Eden and shows us how He designed things to work. God created men to lead…and for women to rebel against male leadership is Satanic. 
· This context helps us to understand v15 which I’d consider 1 of the most difficult verses to interpret in NT…v15 “But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.”
· So women, like Eve, become sinners by rejecting God’s role, but will be “saved” by abiding in their role…which is most specifically seen in living as a wife and a mother…but more generally seen in resting under male leadership. 
· God has designed the covering of male leadership to be the safest place a woman can be, because it is here that they can rightly be led and protected and instructed with God’s redeeming Word. 
· Now, it should be obvious, but let’s be clear…being a submissive wife and bearing children doesn’t actually save someone…rather a persevering faith in Christ accompanied by a life evidencing fruit of the Spirit (love, holiness, self-control). 
· The basic idea is that when Eve stepped out from under Adam’s leadership, she died…when God’s people stray from God as their husband, they die. Only through submission to God’s design do people find life…which is a picture of the Gospel as we are all called to submit to the Gospel of Christ and come under His care as our Spiritual husband. 
· I’ve seen 1st hand several women who’ve cast of God’s design & intentionally resisted marriage…“under the yoke”
· I’ve also seen women who’ve trusted God…one my sister…x2 of her salary
· For those unmarried, without children, desire to be…this verse may hard to hear b/c you deeply desire to live out these kinds of verses…remember that the posture of your heart, is the most important thing in all of this. Rest in God’s sovereignty, share w/ those you love…Satan many tactics…tempt you to be bitter /discontent w/ God…death. 
Does this mean that a woman can never share the Gospel with a man?
· No...women are free to share the Gospel w/ non-Christians, whether men or women. These commands in 1 Tim. 2 are given regarding teaching when the church is assembled. The first evangelists after the resurrection were Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of James who went back to tell the disciples that Jesus had been raised. 
· Now, there should be wisdom in building the relationship w/ a non-Christian of the opposite sex…but in general, it’s fine for a woman to share the Gospel w/ a man…though on-going discipleship should be man to man. 
· Any questions? Be ready for Acts 18:24-26…don’t know how much she talked, not in public, w/ husband
· Let’s continue in 1 Timothy and see God’s design for men and women w/in the 2 offices He’s ordained in the church.
· Elders…1 Timothy 3:1-13 “Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.” 
· An overseer / pastor / elder is the role given to those who lead the church in understanding and obeying God’s will. 
· v1 “overseer” the word means guardian, keeper (Jesus, 1 Pt.2:25)…one who guides, protects, governs the church…this leadership / oversight requires him to v2 be “able to teach” God’s Word rightly and defend it against false teaching.
· v2 “husband of one wife” implies that he’s a man…and a man who v5 “manage[s] his own house well”…makes us think of what we’ve learned from Eph. 5, 1 Pt. 3 that a man is the head of the house who guides, leads wife / children 
· The role of overseer / elder / pastor
 is the role entrusted with the authority to oversee and the responsibility to teach, which as we’ve seen from 1 Tim. 2 is reserved for men…so we want to make clear that for a woman serve in the role of an elder / pastor is against God’s design and will have negative effects on the church. (women…19th century) 
· Next, the role of deacon…1 Tim. 3:8-13 “Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 11 In the same way, their wives [women] are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 12 A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.” 
· The role of deacon is given to qualified people who assist the elders by carrying out specific ministry tasks that bring unity to the church and serve the practical needs of the church. 
· When we look at the qualifications for this role we should see many similarities to elders…but 2 major differences. 
· 1st, this role does not require someone to be “able to teach” because this role is a service oriented role, not a role that is entrusted with spiritual authority. (weddings, parking, book stall, sound, child care)
· 2nd, because authority and teaching are not required, this role is not limited only to men. In fact in our church 1/3 of the people who serve in the role of deacon are women. Now do we get this from the text? Yes…in v11 we read “in the same way their wives…” The word for wives is the same word used for women.
 
· It seems that after stating the requirement for men, he moves to unique requirements for women in v11 and then goes back to men in v12. It does seem odd, but it seems more odd that 

· Another helpful passage is Romans 16:1 “I commend to you our sister Phoebe (radiant), a servant [deacon] of the church in Cenchrea (Ken-chree-a).” For her to be called a deacon of the church…seems like an official position.

· Though these passages are a little ambiguous, the reason I feel comfortable w/ women serving as deaconesses is b/c the role is not one that holds authority or responsibility to teach…the only 2 things women are forbidden to do.
· Now, I recognize there are good, wise, godly Christians who disagree with me on this…but this is where I, elders land.

· 1 Corinthians 11:3-11…It appears that in Corinth, the culturally acceptable thing for women to do to honor men in general, and to honor their husbands specifically was to wear some type of head covering in public. If you’ve been to the Middle East or been around women w/ a more conservative Muslim faith, you’ve seen an expression of this idea. 

· It also appears there was some type of women’s liberation movement going on at this time in Corinth which called women to take their head coverings off. Evidently, some of the women in the Corinthian church had embraced this thinking and were getting up during services w/ their heads uncovered, thus disgracing their husbands and the church.

· So, in this section Paul is calling the women to see this posture as rebellious and calls them to repentance.
1 Corinthians 11:3-11 “Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head. 5 And every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is just as though her head were shaved. 6 If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her head. 7 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. 10 For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head. 11 In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15 but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other practice—nor do the churches of God.”
· Now, there are a 1,000 things we could talk about from this passage, but let’s look at 3 major truths from this text…
· 1st, God allows women to publically serve in the church by praying and prophesying.
· As we see in v5 God allows, and even seems to expect, women to pray and prophesy during the church’s meeting.

· We don’t have time to get into what NT prophecy was, though I’d be happy to talk with you about it at another time, but for now we should understand it as something different than OT prophecy and different than the kind of authoritative teaching of doctrine that we just saw women are prohibited from doing in 1 Timothy 2. 
· However we understand it, though, it’s clear that women were allowed and even encouraged to participate in certain aspects of the church’s public worship…as long as they did so in a way that embraced and exalted male leadership.
· What about 1 Corinthians 14:34-35? Doesn’t that go directly against this idea? Flip over there and follow along…
· 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 “women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the Law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.”
· Is this some kind of contradiction with what we’ve just heard? These texts don’t contradict each other, they complement each other. In ch. 11 Paul is addressing the heart of the women in Corinth calling them to publically honor their husbands and the church. In ch. 14 he is doing the same, just in a different context. 
· The context of ch. 14 is that prophecies are given in the congregation and then they are to be publicly weighed and judged as either being from the Lord or not from the Lord. So, Paul teaches us that women are allowed to pray and prophesy, but they are not allowed to participate in the public judging and weighing of those prophecies against Scripture, because that would fall into the category of exercising authoritative teaching to the church.
· So, at CHBC…You’ll frequently see women read Scripture, but you’ll never see them give an explanation of the text. 
· At CHBC…You’ll frequently hear women share testimonies when they get baptized or on Sunday nights…fine. 

· 2nd, God wants women to publicly serve in the church in a way that clearly embraces their identity as women.

· This is whole point of the head-coverings, and really the whole section of v3-16. Paul is calling women to present themselves in a way that makes clear that they are in submission to God’s design of honoring male leadership. 

· Does that mean that Christian women should wear head coverings today? Some women and some churches think so. 

· In that culture, the way women showed submission wear a covering on their head in public and also to not cut their hair short which was evidently something that the temple prostitutes would do. 
· In our culture, it’s different. Women don’t wear head coverings, so to wear one wouldn’t necessarily communicate submission. Now, if her conscience is convicted that she should wear one, it would be sinful for her not to (Rom. 14).
· How might a woman show respect to her husband and to the other men of the church in our culture?

· By not taking serving in the role of elder or pastor…by deferring to men in conversations…by dressing modestly 
· Illustr: pastors conference in Iquitos, Peru…pastor’s wife dressed provocatively because she was God’s creation and wanted to express the beauty God had given her, other ladies imitating here, stirred up quite a mess. 
· 3rd, God’s character is reflected in the roles He has given to men and women through creation. 
· Look again at v3 “the head of every man is Christ and the head of the woman is man.” We’ve already talked about this often, but I think it’s good for us to remember, that the roles of men and women are rooted in the Trinity. 

· From the beginning, God created men to be the leader and women to be his helper. This is true in the home and this is true in the church. Look again at v7-9 “man is the image and glory of God, while woman is the glory of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.”  
· In these verses Paul is again highlighting God’s created order…that man created as head, woman created as his helper.
· He isn’t at all saying in v7 that only men were created in God’s image…Genesis is clear both are…his point is to show that man was uniquely created from dust into in God’s image, while woman was made from man. 
· Men uniquely relate to God as the head of the home and the church, while women uniquely relate to God by serving their husbands by being their helper. Men and women both glorify God, each by serving in their God-ordained roles.
· It is also good to point out that in v11-12 women and men are not independent of each other. Woman was made from man, man is now born of women…both men and women find their sources of life ultimately in God Himself. 
· His point is that women glorify God in a particular way…by honoring and helping their husbands in the home, and in the public worship of the church…they are called to aid, affirm, and encourage the public leadership of men.
· Along these same lines…look at v10 where it says “For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head.” So women are to embrace their role, and whatever cultural expressions it may take, because it fulfills the design of God…and because of the angels. 

· What does that mean? Eph. 3:10 tells us that right now God is doing something through the church...He’s displaying His wisdom to the rulers and authorities in heavenly places…to the angels and demons. Right now God is saving sinners through His Son, building His church…and it’s all being done…before the angels. 
· Luke 15:10 which tells us there is rejoicing in heaven when a sinner repents…the angels are amazed at God’s grace! 
· Here, women and men are told to delight in and obey their roles…because God is being glorified before the angels. 

· In conclusion, remember that from the beginning, Satan’s strategy has been to confuse and upending God’s ordained order for men and women. Remember also that God Himself created us male and female, and He gives us roles to live out…all which are for our good and His ultimate glory.

� Acts 20 “elders” are called together (v17) and there are said to be “overseers” (v28)…the word “pastor” (shepherd) only occurs in Eph. 4:11


� Most translations  render the word “wives” (NIV, ESV, KJV) but the NASB does translate it “women.”   






