
Developing a heart that values money rightly
I. Introduction
In Matthew 19, we read about a familiar, but tragic, interaction between Jesus and a man who had much wealth:
"Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.” “Which ones?” the man inquired. Jesus replied, “‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth." (Mt. 19:16-22)
One important thing we see in this passage is this: our pocketbooks are not off limits when it comes to following Jesus.  In fact, money is so central to discipleship, it meant the difference between obtaining or losing eternal life to this man.  Do you think about money in this way?  
One of the challenges with problems around money and possessions is that they are not always easy to identify.  Like the proverbial frog in the kettle, we may not realize we’re in trouble because the change has been gradual or we’ve just grown up thinking the way we do now.  Before long, what we once called ‘luxury’ becomes a ‘need’ and we become more dependent on things, and less dependent on God.  
How do we approach this deadly problem?  Rather than doing nothing and being conformed to the way the world thinks, we need to “be transformed by the renewing of [our] mind,
” to carefully examine God’s word on the topics of money and our heart.  To do that we’ll start by looking at the right way we value money and contrast it with the wrong way we value money.  Then, I think we’ll be able to identify the problem in order to prescribe the best approach to fight it.  If you’ve ever fought against materialism, you know it’s not a clean fight; we have to be equipped to fight fear that’s often associated with it.  So we’ll end by talking about how we can fight fear.   
II. Identifying Materialism
Let’s start with a definition.
When we look up ‘materialism’ in a Dictionary, we find it defined as “a doctrine that the only or the highest values or objectives lie in material well-being and in the furtherance of material progress
.”  In other words, it’s a value system that says that buying, spending, and accumulating is what’s most important in life.
Now I think most of us hear a definition like that and agree, “Yeah, materialism is wrong.”  But if you look at our lives, we often buy things because we think they will make us happy.   Or because we think they are the way to escape from fear.  We don’t just use things; we entrust ourselves to them—which is a role that should be reserved for God.  So while our professed theology is dead on, our functional theology is full of holes.  But instead of admitting it, we rationalize it: “It’s an investment”, “It’s a more durable brand”, “It’s for my kids.”
And recognize that the miser may be even more materialistic than the spendthrift.  Except for him, instead of putting trust in the things he buys, he’s putting trust in the money he saves.  But in the end, it’s exactly the same: trusting the material world for our security and happiness.

Now money, in and of itself, is not evil – but it’s like dynamite.  Used in the right way, it can do great good; mishandled, it can do great harm.  But if we’re going to be aware of materialism, we need to first ask How do we rightly enjoy material things?  Then we can ask, How do we mishandle material things?
a. Rightly enjoying material things
1 Timothy 4:1-5 "The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons…They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer."

When Paul wrote to Timothy, there were false teachers in Ephesus who assumed material things were by nature evil.  They forbade marriage or the enjoyment of certain foods – the thought being if you had the discipline to abstain you were more spiritual.  Paul not only thought it a bad idea, he said it was a demonic
 idea.  On the contrary, Paul taught everything God created is good
 and can be used by people for God’s glory.  How does that happen?  Well, we can see three things in these verses which help us enjoy material things rightly: thanksgiving, the word of God, and prayer.

1. Thanksgiving – Materialism says, “You deserve this and you should take pride in it – in fact, you should go strut your stuff.”  On the other hand, when we’re thankful, we recognize that what we have is a gift; a gift which points us to a good and generous God.  When we’re thankful, we see our role, not as an owner, but a steward – boasting is as ridiculous as the guy who gets the flashy rental car he can’t afford for his 10-year High School Reunion.
2. The Word of God – It’s through Word of God
, that God shows us how to use things so we have no regret
 afterwards.  God’s word helps us enjoy the meal, but not be so gluttonous you regret eating the 3rd portion you didn’t need
.  But also, it’s God’s Word that helps us to see things in a way which makes us appreciate God more.  To be in awe of a God who is creative, artistic, and the perfection of beauty

3. Prayer – In prayer we express our dependence on God to rightly enjoy that which He’s provided.  So whether it is in the simple prayer of thanks before a meal or a petition to use the gifts He’s given us rightly, we recognize our need for Him.
Now these things emphasize how to use God’s gifts rightly; but is it right to say that we should enjoy them?  Later on in 1 Timothy we read,
"Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment" (1 Timothy 6:17).
Notice here why God provides us with everything He does: for our enjoyment.  Just think about what this says about God!  Wealth and possessions are uncertain - stock markets crash, cars and computers break down, businesses close, paintings fade.  To boast in them is to trust in something that we can’t rely on.  Instead, we’re called to hope in God who never changes, never fails.  And when we hope in Him we will finally be free to enjoy God’s gifts the way He intended.  
In a fallen world, however, we often get this backwards; trusting not in God but his gifts, making them idols we worship.  Which brings us to our second topic: how we mishandle and idolize material things.
b. Idolizing material things

Materialism is essentially placing the wrong value on money and possessions.  Vibrant colors, delicious food, beautiful music, sensual pleasure, sweet aromas are all wonderful gifts of God to be enjoyed; something which point us to God and cause us to worship Him.  In the beginning, that’s the way it was.  I assume Adam and Eve would eat a piece of delicious fruit or see a beautiful sunset and be moved to praise God; they were never meant to be an end in themselves.  But then sin entered the picture and instead of treasuring God, we began to suppress the truth
 about His immeasurable worth and ignore Him
.  As a result, the gift was valued more than the Giver and we soon bowed down to nice vacations, jobs that give us power and status, televisions, and successful portfolios.
What are the ways we do this?

We idolize money and possessions when we trust them rather than God, when our love for them rivals our love for God, and when we obey the world’s rules for prosperity instead of God’s commands
. 
I can think of a conversation with a friend who has a very demanding job.  He was lamenting how it was crowding his schedule, making it difficult to find time for his family and his time in God’s word, which had become non-existent.  As I listened to him, part of me was thinking, “You know there are seasons of life where that’s probably okay.  One way you honor God is in how you work your job, and you have a responsibility to provide for your family.”  But another part of me thought this may be sin; idolatry hiding behind the socially acceptable excuse of being a perfectionist.  The fact is, it can be difficult to know when we’re idolizing things.  So from time to time, it’s good to take the time for an honest self assessment.  To help us in this task, I want to suggest 5 questions to reflect on:
1. Does owning “X” or desiring “X” distract you from what God has called you to do?  
For example, working for the promotion at work is not a sin, (in fact it may be a way to better provide for family or be generous
), but if I’m obsessing on how to get the promotion to the point that it’s distracting me from loving my spouse (Eph. 5:25), children (Eph. 6:4), or neighbor (Lk. 10:37), I’m idolizing my job.
In Luke 8 Jesus explains, "The seed [God’s Word] that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature" (Lk. 8:14).
Riches and pleasures can choke out God’s word so that we are not fruitful.
2. What do you delight in?  Where does your mind wander when left unattended?
All created things are designed to point us to God, to funnel our affections, appreciation, and worship toward Him.  It’s fine to get excited about a big game, a delicious meal, or new clothes – but when things become a cul-de-sac for our affections rather than a conduit for us to ascribe all honor and worth to God we’ve become idolatrous.  In contrast, the Psalmist was so satisfied in God He was able to write:
"Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever" (Ps. 73:25-26)
.
3. What are you defensive about?
When we are defensive about something being taken away or our hearts being exposed, it can often highlight an idol we are building our lives around – something we are putting too much value in rather than God.  
 Proverbs 13:8 "The ransom of a man’s life is his wealth, but a poor man hears no threat."
4. How do you feel toward others who have more than you?  
We may covet what others have, thinking, “If I had what they did, I’d be okay.”  Or we may go the other direction of the self-righteous where we look down on them for being wasteful.  Either way, if we try to justify ourselves through comparison, rather than through Christ, we are being idolatrous.

Romans 3:23-24 “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  
5. How do you react when you feel insecure?
Acquiring material things can be a right response to fear.  So if I’m afraid that my house is going to get broken into, iron bars on my windows might be a responsible investment.  But, then again, material things can offer false saviors as well.  It’s important to recognize that greed is not the only driving motive behind materialism; fear is as well.

So fear of other’s opinions of you might drive you to materialistically acquire clothes or cars or houses that you might not otherwise want.  Fear of the future might drive you to savings that you might not otherwise need.  

Proverbs 18:10-11 “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.  The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it an unscalable wall.”

While the Lord is a strong tower, the rich only imagine their wealth will keep them safe.  One day, they will learn the reality of Proverbs 11:4 - "Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death."
III. Fighting Materialism
My guess is that to one degree or another, we all struggle with materialism.  So what do you do about that?  Let me give you a list of seven ideas to consider.
1. Treasure the excellence and beauty of God
Jesus reminds us that where our treasure is, our heart will be also
.  We often think of this as a warning about money.  But it’s also a truth about God – if we treasure Him, our heart will follow.  So work to treasure Him.  The God of the Bible is worthy of all our praise, affection, and honor.  It’s only when we have a skewed view of God that our hearts find something else to worship.  If we are to loosen the grip of materialism, it starts with having a right view of Him.  That could include 

· Making reading and meditating on Scripture an unchallenged priority in your schedule.  As you do, pray that God would open your eyes.

· Regularly sharing the gospel.  Telling others the good news of Jesus is a sweet reminder of who He is and has a way of deepening our conviction. 

· Read a good book with another member of the church; books like: R.C. Sproul’s The Holiness of God, or John Piper’s The Pleasures of God.
· Listen to Shai Linne’s album “The Attributes of God”
In particular, learn to treasure the atonement: the death that Jesus died in our place.  It’s one thing to admire the eternality of God—it ties our brains into knots.  But it can still seem somewhat academic.  The atonement, though, is deeply personal—and it is the gateway to wonder at who God is.  Passages like Isaiah 53, Romans 3, Ephesians 1, and Psalm 22 are great tools to use to meditate on the beauty of Christ in the atonement.

2. Fight for faith to rest in God
Whether it stems from greed or fear, materialism is always an alternative to trusting in God.  So a good place to start in fighting it is to redirect our trust to God.  Hebrews 13:5-6 are sweet verses:

Hebrews 13:5-6 "Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”"
Do you see the connection there?  If we rest in God’s promise, that he will always take care of us, our lives will be free from the love of money.

Psalm 62:1 is a good goal: “My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him.”
3. Think about heaven
When we keep eternity in perspective, we see how foolish materialism is.  In Luke 12, Jesus warned about the dangers of greed by telling a story of a rich man hoarding for the future.  The man’s goal was to be able to say to himself:

 “‘You have plenty of good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:19-21).
We need to think often about the conversation we will have with Christ on the Last Day.  Whenever you’re struggling with anything, let the reality of that coming accounting help put things into perspective.  If our goal is to be faithful with what we’ve been given rather than trying to purchase security no matter what may come, our eyes will be better focused on heaven.  
4. Confess materialism as sin
I think that sometimes we think of materialism as a behavior to avoid rather than a sin deserving damnation.  “Oh, I probably didn’t need such a nice watch.  But I just got carried away.”  Sounds so trivial, doesn’t it?  But if materialism is in fact idolatry, then it is what much of Old Testament prophetic literature is aimed at.

When you confess materialism, try to confess its root cause in your heart.  Is it that you are turning to things to fight fear?  Or to be happy?  Or something else?  Figuring out which of those general categories of heart issues you’re up against will be helpful as you plan a time of confession before the Lord.
5. Give generously
1 Timothy 6:17-19 "Command those who are rich…to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life."

Notice how Paul says we lay up treasure in heaven.  Verse 19 makes clear it is “in this way” – namely, being rich in good deeds, being generous, being willing to share.  God created us to love people and use things, but materialists love things and use people.
  When we give we fight against materialism by using money the way it was supposed to: benefiting others and bringing Him glory.  
Giving fights greed—because in giving we discover the truth of what Jesus taught: “it is more blessed to give than to receive.”  And it fights fear by stating that we trust God and don’t need that extra money we had lying around.  Signing that check is like signing your own little declaration of independence from the almighty dollar.  And a regular discipline of giving is a powerful tool to fight trust in the material world.

6. Create a budget
Proverbs 27:23-24a “Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; for riches do not endure forever.”  

I talked about this in the third class; having a budget is a great way to know where your money is and where it’s going.  Not only is it a great tool to be strategic and prayerful about our finances, it can also squash fear that comes up because you simply don’t know the condition of your finance (or flocks!).
And a budget is a great tool for managing my desire to solve a happiness deficit through spending because it makes my spending more measured and considered.
7. Talk with others about it.
As with every other aspect of our discipleship, we need each other.  So, to close, let me suggest a plan for how this might look:

· Take time to do an honest self- assessment.  Use the questions listed in your handout as you think through different areas of your budget: how you spend money, save, or give.  If married you can do this together.
· In the next month sit down with a friend (not your spouse), share your self assessment but then cover a list of questions you want the other person to ask.  Embarrassing questions like:
· What purchase decisions do you most regret?

· Where are your weaknesses in spending money?

· How much debt do you have?  What is your current plan to get rid of it?

· How much do you have in savings?  Investments?  What is the purpose of that money?
· How much do you give?

*Example of Philip Leeman with Steve Boyer 

· Invite their feedback on how your currently spending, giving, and saving with the aim of honoring God and being faithful.
· Make a plan (budget for first time, tweak current budget), and act on it.  

Conclusion – As we fight materialism and learn to enjoy things the way God has set out we will see our heart value money differently:
· We’ll see money as more of a tool than a solution we ultimately trust.

· We’ll hold money loosely – yet responsibly.  Generosity being a good indicator if we’re holding on to the money to tight or not; our joy in giving a good indicator if we’re being responsible or not.

· We’ll see ourselves more and more as stewards who will give an account to Jesus rather than owners who call the shots.  

· We’ll see money as one piece of the stewardship puzzle as we seek to be faithful with all the time, talents and treasures God has given us.

Prep for next week’s Q&A
� Rom. 12:2a


�Merriam-Webster, I. (1996, c1993). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. Includes index. (10th ed.). Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: Merriam-Webster.


� 1 Tim. 4:1


� 1 Tim. 4:4; Gen. 1:31


� Or the gospel: the “Word of God” (λόγου θεοῦ) is often equivalent to the gospel message in the Pastoral Epistles (cf. 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:3; 2:5) 


� Prov. 10:22 “The blessing of the Lord makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.”


� Prov. 25:16


� Ps. 50:2


� Rom. 1:18


� Rom. 1:21-23


� Looking at the biblical models for idolatry in the Old and New Testament, idolatry can be defined as an “attack on God’s exclusive rights to our love, trust and obedience.”  (See New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (IVP), pg. 573)


� See 1 Tim. 5:8


� The reason he can honestly say there is nothing on earth He desires besides God is because he had tasted and seen the goodness of God and been fully content in Him.  What we desire, what we delight in, what we get excited about can reveal what we worship.


� See also Ecc. 5:10


� Matt. 6;21


� Money, Possessions, and Eternity, by Randy Alcorn (pg. 33)
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