2.  
Focus On the Future

(Proverbs 23:4-5; Hebrews 11:26; Matthew 16:27)

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”


- Matthew 6:19-21
3.  
Maximize Returns

(Matthew 19:29)

VI.
Conclusion

God owns everything.  We are his stewards.  This:
1. Frees us from being enslaved to our circumstances.
2. Frees us from the tyranny of materialism.
3. Free us to be generous

Course Outline:

· Week 1 – God’s Purpose For Wealth

· Week 2 – The Grace of Giving to the Church

· Week 3 – The Economics of Today: Spending & Budgeting

· Week 4 – The Economics of Tomorrow: Debt & Saving

· Week 5 – Developing a Heart that Values Money Rightly

· Week 6 – Panel Discussion
Core Seminars: Money
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Week 1

God’s Purpose For Wealth  

I.
Introduction


(Matthew 25:14-30)
II.
The Master: God

A. God Owns Everything

(Genesis 1; Job 41:11; Psalm 24:1-2; 1 Timothy 4:3-5)

B. God Gives People Their Wealth

(Genesis 1:28-30; 1 Samuel 2:7; 1 Chron. 29:12, 16; 1 Cor. 4:7)

III.
The Servants: People
A. We Don’t Own What We Own!

(Ecclesiastes 5:15; 1 Timothy 6:7)

B. We’re Only Stewards of What We’ve Been Given

(Genesis 1:26-28, 2:15; Leviticus 25:23; Luke 16:10-12)

IV.
Poor Stewardship: Evidence of No Faith
(Matthew 6:24; Mark 4:19, 8:36; 1 Timothy 6:9-10)
An excessive love of money will lead to sin, such as selfishness (Heb. 13:7), theft (Prov. 13:8, 30:8-9), deceit (Acts 5:1-10), and materialism (James 5:5).  And it will bring with it grief, such as addiction (Eccl. 5:13), worry (Eccl. 5:12), discontentment (1 Tim. 6:9), debt, and ruined relationships (Prov. 15:27, 19:4).  
V.
Faithful Stewardship: Glorifying God
A. The Faithful Servant’s Motivation

(2 Corinthians 5:10, 8:9; Galatians 4:7, 6:7)

B. God Sets the Terms For How We Use Wealth

(Prov. 8:18-19, 10:4, 11:22; 1 Cor. 10:31; Eph. 5:19; Phil. 4:12, 19-20)

C. God Is Glorified When We Pursue Profitable Returns

1.  
Invest in Real Value Today
(Proverbs 8:10-11, 15:6, 15:16, 22:1; Mark 12:41-44; 1 Peter 1:7)

Wisdom is greater than rubies (Prov. 8:10-11)

Fear of God is greater than great wealth (Prov. 15:16)

Righteousness is greater than money (Prov. 15:6, 16:8)

Good reputation is greater than great riches (Prov. 22:1)

Faith in God is greater than gold (1 Peter 1:7)

Salvation is greater than gaining the whole world (Mark 8:36)

