
How a Christian Can Read Any Old Testament Passage

Outline of Beale and Greidanus - See Below *

The Basic Presuppositions of the Redemptive Historical Christocentric Interpretation
of the Old Testament

A. The assumption of corporate solidarity or representation.

B. That Christ is viewed as representing the true Israel of the Old Testament and true Israel, the
church, in the New Testament (Isa. 49:3-6 > Lk. 2:32; Acts 13:47; 26:23). Christ and the church
fulfill what is prophesied of Israel in the OT.

C. That history is unified by a wise and sovereign plan so that the earlier parts are designed to
correspond and point to the latter parts (Matt. 11:13-14; Eccl. 3:1-11; Isa. 46:9-11; Rev. 1:4, 8,17;
4:8; 21:6; 22:13; Eph. 1:11).

D. That the age of eschatological fulfillment has come in Christ (Mk. 1:15; Acts 2:17; Gal. 4:4; 1
Cor. 10:11; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:1; Heb. 1:2; 9:26; 1 Pet. 1:20; 2 Pet. 3:3; 1 Jn 2:18; Jude 18).

E. As a consequence of (C) and (D), the fifth presupposition affirms that the latter parts of biblical
history function as the broader context to interpret earlier parts because they all have the same,
ultimate divine author who inspires the various human authors, and one deduction from this
premise is that Christ as the center of history is the key to interpreting the earlier portions of the
Old Testament and its promises. Be sure to make note of both continuityand contrast (2 Cor.
1:10-21; Matt. 5:17; 13:11,16-17; Lk. 24:25-27, 32,44-45; John 5:39; 20:9; Rom. 10:4).

The Basic Approach of the Redemptive Historical Christocentric interpretation
of the Old Testament

1. Understand the passage In its own historical-grammatical (immediate) context
(grammatico-historical method of interpretation).

This original, historical meaning provides the onlyobjective pointof control against deriving from
the text all kinds of subjective and arbitrary messages. Once the plain meaning has been
abandoned, control over interpretation is gone and Scripture may mean anything that the
interpreter may see in it.

Once you have the basic meaning ofthe passage in itsown context, you basically have a glass
partially filled with a description of God's divine revelation of his nature or a painting only partially
completed. AChristocentric method of interpretation fills this description/meaning full with Christ
as the mostcomplete revelation of God's progressive revelation of Himself (ie. the attributes of
God, the law of God, teachings, prophecies, visions, etc.).

How do we view the whole counselof God in light ofJesus Christ? Only afterwe have heard a
passage the way Israel heard it can we move on to understand this message in the broad
contexts of the whole canon and the wholeof redemptive history.

A. Literary Interpretation:

1. How does it mean?














