[image: ]
Core Seminar
Evangelism
Class 2: God’s Sovereignty & Human Responsibility
_______________________________________________________
Welcome to the Evangelism C.S.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Introduction

This is the second of a thirteen classes on evangelism. This class is intended to both educate you on theological truths about evangelism, but equally as much, it is designed to equip you and exhort you to be active and intentional in taking the Gospel to the people God has placed around you. 

Last week, we walked from Genesis to Revelation and reflected on what God is doing in history. We saw that from eternity past to eternity future God is bringing glory to Himself by saving sinners through His Son Jesus Christ. At the conclusion of our time we focused on three basic principles…anyone remember?

1. The purpose of history is to bring glory to God. 
2. God is the ultimate evangelist, He delights in saving sinners. 
3. We have been entrusted with the honor and responsibility of proclaiming the gospel. 


In today’s session, we will be discussing the great theological mystery of how God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility fit together. The reason we want to spend time thinking about this is because it is vitally important that we understand our role and God’s role in evangelism. Why do you think understanding this distinction is so important? [take answers]
	
I. What Does the Bible Teach About God’s Sovereignty in Salvation?

What does it mean when we say that God is sovereign? [take answers] 

God’s sovereignty is basically His use of His power over His creation. It means that God has supreme authority over all things and is in complete control at all times and in all situations. God’s sovereignty is seen in every aspect of life, including our salvation. In light of this, we will take a few minutes to help us think biblically about God’s role in bringing sinners to faith and repentance. There are many verses that we could look to for this study, but we’ll focus primarily on Romans 8:28-31. [turn there, repeat, read]

In these verses we see what has been called the “glorious chain of salvation.” We see God’s sovereign work to save sinners from eternity past (foreknowledge) to eternity future (glorification, when those who have trusted in Christ will be made perfect). 


For the sake of our discussion, I will focus on three key words in this passage. They are:

1. Foreknowledge;
2. Predestination;and
3. Calling.

Let’s first consider the doctrine of God’s foreknowledge.

The word for foreknowledge is used 7 times in the Scriptures. In 1 Peter 1:20 the word is used to speak of Jesus who was “foreknown before the foundation of the world.” 

In Acts 2:23 the word is used to describe God’s eternal foreknowledge of the betrayal and crucifixion of Jesus.

In Romans 11:2 Paul describes the fact that God foreknew His people Israel.

In 1 Peter 1:1-2 and Romans 8:29 it is used to describe God’s foreknowledge of His elect.

Now, as we consider what foreknowledge means in these passages and specifically regarding salvation, there are two basic options.

First is the idea that God merely knows what we will do. This view holds that because God is all-knowing, He looked down through history and saw who would believe in Him and then, in light of their choice, chose and predestined them. God knew what we would do, so He elected us.

To illustrate this position, imagine throwing a dart against the wall and then going and drawing a bull’s eye around it. Since you saw where it landed, you chose where the bull’s eye would be. That is basically how this view regards divine foreknowledge. While we would agree that God knows all things past, present and future, we would not agree with this view of foreknowledge because it makes God’s actions a mere reaction to what man chooses to do. 

The second option as to what divine foreknowledge means is that God knows what He will do. In this theological position God, who is all-knowing, simply chose, according to His own will, certain people to whom He would extend mercy. This means that God knew what He would do, and His decision has nothing ultimately to do with anyone else’s thoughts or opinions.

An illustration of this would be an architect who walks up to an open lot or an artist who stands before a naked canvas. They both can foreknow a building or a painting based solely upon what they choose to do.

This is what we believe the Bible teaches about divine foreknowledge. God does not simply have foresight, where He knew what we would do, but rather, He has foreknowledge of what He would do and whom He would sovereignly choose to save.

What’s amazing about this is that God doesn’t simply foreknow a decision or action that people might do, but rather He knows the saints themselves. 

For instance, I’m not a Christian today because I am any smarter than Einstein, or more morally sensitive than Gandhi. From what the history books and biographies tell us, both of those men heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and rejected it. I am a Christian today – and YOU are a Christian today – because God graciously chose us.

1. God foreknows those He chooses to give the gift of salvation. (Jer. 1:5, 2 Tim. 2:19*)

I’m sure some of you have questions about this, but I’m going to ask that you hold them until we make it through the rest of this section so that we can take them all at once. This will help us to guard our time. 

The second key word I would like us to consider is predestination.

Look again at Romans 8:29 where it says, “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”

The word “predestine” – or “proorizo” in the Greek – simply means to mark out beforehand.  It is used six times in the Bible – all in the New Testament. The chosen ones (elect), whom God knew intimately before the foundations of the world, are marked out in His perfect plan to come to know Him in His perfect way in His perfect timing. The concept of predestination is pretty simple:

God marks out people to come to know Him. The toughest part is the fact that God predestines some and not others. Though this idea is challenging to us, it is clearly taught throughout the Scriptures (Acts 4:28; Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 1:5, 11)

2. God has predestined those whom He has chosen to receive salvation. (Eph. 1:5*)

The third key idea we should consider is the calling of the chosen to faith in Christ. In Romans 8:30 we see that “And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”

Divine calling is the sovereign act of the Holy Spirit as he opens the heart of a sinner to respond to the saving message of the Gospel.

To think more about this listen to these verses John 6:44 and Acts 16:14. 

3. God sovereignly calls sinners by opening their hearts through regeneration to believe the Gospel. (John 6:44; Acts 16:14)

Before we discuss what God’s sovereignty means for us when we think about evangelism, I would like to pause and take any questions you might have about what we have learned so far. But before I do, I want to acknowledge the fact that I will never be able to answer all your questions, so I will do my best, but in the end this subject is worth spending the rest of your life reflecting upon. 

I would also like to make one statement before we field questions. I have, in my own wrestling with the difficult realities and implications of these doctrines come to these three conclusions:

1) I am not more loving than God.
2) I am not more merciful than God.
3) I am not wiser than God.

If I can rest in these things, it helps me to trust Him in the things I do not understand. 

[Take questions from the class. Watch your time. Attempt to answer 3-4 questions well.] [footnoteRef:1] [1:  You will likely get a bunch of questions. Make sure you watch your time here and answer 3-4 well. Invite people to talk with you more later about them. A document is available that has numerous Scriptures and statements to help people study through this subject. 

The most challenging question that may be coming your way goes something like this: 

Does God create some people specifically to go to hell? Do they really have no real chance to do anything about it? In the scenes of judgment we see in the Scripture, God is never the one who is blamed for sin. Adam tried it in the garden, but in the end, he and all other people are condemned for their personal rebellion (Rev. 20:12). God does not make us sin. He does however harden some and allow them to go the way they wish…which is the way of rebellion. In the end, people are condemned to hell because they willingly reject God. 

Some other questions that you might get are:

Why did they believe? Acts 13:48 “as many as were appointed to eternal life believed”, 16:14 “the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken of by Paul. ” We believe because the Holy Spirit opens our hearts through regeneration. Not because of how smart or morally sensitive we are. 

Why were they chosen by God? “in love He predestined” Eph. 1:3-5; “loved by God, He has chosen you” 1 Thess. 1:4…God loved them b/c God loved them.

Doesn’t God love all? yes Mt 5:44-45 “enemies”, Jn 3:16 “world”, 1 Jn 2:2 “world.” But God has a particular love for His elect Dt 7:6-8 “not b/c…but b/c the Lord loves you.”

Why did God only choose some? Rom 9:14-16 it pleased Him to. Eph 1:5 “kind intention of His will.” Bigger question is why did God choose any? We are not more loving or merciful than God. 
] 


II. 
What does God’s Sovereignty Mean for Evangelism? 

God’s sovereignty certainly does not negate our responsibility to be active, intentional, and persistent in sharing the Gospel. Instead, it should cause us to rest in God’s power to save. 

1. God’s sovereignty teaches us to fully trust in His power to save sinners.
 
· God is the Savior not us. All pride should be eliminated…we do not produce results.

2. God’s sovereignty reminds us that we should have no fear in evangelism. 

· The fact that God has set apart people to believe removes all need to fear. 

3.  God’s sovereignty should encourage faithful evangelism, not serve as an excuse to neglect it. 

· Some object to teachings about God’s sovereignty in evangelism because they think it leads people to not share the Gospel. If your theology leads you to sin, it is BAD theology. 

Any questions?
III.	What Does the Bible Teach About Man’s Responsibility in Evangelism?
 
As we mentioned, God’s sovereignty does not in any way negate our responsibility to be active, intentional, and persistent in sharing the Gospel.

Now, if this is true, then what role do we play in evangelism?
What is our responsibility?
What does it look like to be faithful in proclaiming the Gospel?

I would suggest that when we read through the bible there are three primary things we are called to do. We will summarize our responsibility in three words:

Pray, Pursue, Proclaim.  

Pray, Pursue, Proclaim.

First, let’s take a look at prayer and how it applies to evangelism. To do this, turn with me to Colossians 4 [repeat]. Colossians 4:2-4 [read]. In these verses we find three principles about praying for the lost. 


The first principle concerning prayer comes from Colossians 4:2 where we see that we are to continue steadfastly in prayer.[footnoteRef:2] The Greek word proskartereō  means to be “devoted; continue steadfastly; to persevere and not faint; to adhere to.” This means that in regards to evangelism, we ought pray. We ought pray before we share, pray while we share and pray after we share. Notice also, what the call for devotion is followed with…it is followed with a call to attention. Look again at Colossians 4:2 “being watchful.” [2:  A potential question here will be whether or not we should pray for lost people to believe. Yes we should. Another question might be will our prayers change anything since God has already elected who will believe and who will not. The answer is ultimately that our prayers do not force God to do anything, but instead we ought come to Him with our burdens and pray in faith that He will save those who repent and believe. Another question might be whether we should pray for lost people since Jesus says in John 17:9 that He doesn’t pray for the world. I would suggest that in this section Jesus is clarifying who in particular He is praying for in that situation. >>>] 


As we begin to pray, we must also be watching. We ought to live our lives with the expectation that God loves the lost and is opening doors for us to speak to those who need to hear the Gospel. As we do this, we will begin to see that God is at work around us in ways that we just never noticed before.

Also, note here that we are to do it with thanksgiving. Celebrate opportunities God has given and ways that He has worked in situations. This keeps our focus on His faithfulness and His power rather than on ourselves. 

Any questions on steadfast prayer?

The second principle concerning prayer is in Colossians 4:3 we see that we are should pray for open doors. Look at the text with me, pray that “God may open up to us a door for the word.” This means that we should plead with God to give us opportunities.
Lord, open doors for me to share your Gospel. Open doors in my home, in my neighborhood, in my workplace, with my friends. Lord, you who are sovereign over all, you who love the lost, open a door for me to tell people who you are and what you desire from them.  

Any questions on praying for open doors?

The third principle about prayer is that we should pray for discernment as we share the Gospel. Colossians 4:4 says “that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.”

When we pray, we should ask God to give us discernment in our sharing. Pray that He will help us to recall Scriptures that would be helpful. Pray that He will help you to know when to share and how much to share. Pray that He will help you to know if you are trying to force something or if He is indeed opening a door for the word. The more we pray for this and the more we actually share the Gospel, the more we will learn how to discern many of the things we have questions about. 

This is why I gave you homework last week. Remember that? I asked you to pray. I asked you, and will ask you every week to be devoted to:

1. Asking God to give you a heart for the lost;
2. Asking God to open doors;
3. Asking God to show you three people to share with before this class is over.

Prayer is one of the most important parts of evangelism. 
Any questions on prayer in evangelism?

Secondly, accompanying prayer, we have the responsibility to pursue the lost with the Gospel. What I don’t mean by this is that we make evangelism an exercise in hunting or stalking. You shouldn’t do anything that might cause someone to file a restraining order against you. People are people. They aren’t targets, like deer or elk. They are made in the image of God and are loved by God. In light of this, we should pursue opportunities to talk with them about who Christ is.

For the sake of time, I will simply reference several passages to consider. 

In Luke 19:10 Jesus says, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Jesus’ purpose in coming was to glorify the Father by seeking out sinners. As His disciples we follow Him in this same purpose. 

This same idea is seen in John 17:18 where Jesus prays “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.” Again, as Jesus’ disciples, we have been sent by  Him.

Same thing in Matthew 28:19 where Jesus says “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.” From this passage, it is clear that disciples of Christ have been commissioned to make more disciples. This is done, literally “as you are going.”

A final example comes from the whole book of Acts. After the disciples received the Spirit they weren’t just sitting around eating Matzah. No, your entire book of Acts is a recounting of how they intentionally went out with the Gospel looking to proclaim the message of Christ to the world. 
These examples serve us by showing that our responsibility is to pursue the lost with the message of Christ. God has commanded us to follow Jesus by pursuing the lost with courage and compassion.

Any questions on pursuing people in evangelism?

Thirdly, as we pray and as we pursue the lost, the Scriptures are very clear that we must open our mouths. We must proclaim the Gospel. This is certainly the model of the disciples in Acts as they proclaimed the message of the Gospel everywhere they went.

In Acts 2:23-24 Peter says in Jerusalem “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.”
	
And in v. 38 we read, “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”

This is literally the first Christian sermon in the history of Christianity. Peter proclaims first, what God did and then, what they must do. This same approach is found in nearly every chapter of the book…disciples are called to proclaim the Gospel.

In 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 we are told that as God’s ambassadors, we have been entrusted with the message of reconciliation. God has given His Son as a substitute for sinners and now in v. 20, He “implores” people to be reconciled to Him.

One other place we see this clearly is in Romans 10:13-15 where Paul, the same one who told us about foreknowledge, predestination and calling, now clearly teaches the need for us to proclaim the Gospel when he says, “For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

Now, even among those who would claim to be Christians, a famous quote attributed to St. Francis of Assisi comes up when we talk about the responsibility to proclaim the Gospel. The quote goes something like this “preach the Gospel at all times, use words if necessary.”

Two things on this.

First, it is a misquote of what Francis said. In chapter 17 of his rule of 1221 Francis told his friars not to preach unless they had received proper permission to do so. After this he says “let all the brothers, however, preach by their deeds.”

Second, you can’t preach by your deeds. You can affirm and reflect your message by your deeds – which you must do, but you can’t communicate the message clearly enough to help people know that you aren’t just a moral Buddhist or Hindu or Muslim or Mormon. The way people know who Christ is, what He requires of them and why we live the way we do is to proclaim, with words, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
To summarize, our responsibility in evangelism is to pray [devoted, doors, discernment], pursue [intentionally, compassionately] and proclaim the Gospel [clearly, boldly, purely].

Our job is to share the Gospel, God’s job is to save sinners. [repeat] 

Evangelism is the sovereign act of God that we participate in. [repeat]

This helps us understand that success in evangelism isn’t found in how many times we share, how many conversions we see or any number of other things. Instead, success in evangelism rests solely on us speaking the Gospel to the lost. That is what we have been called to do, tell people and trust God. The late Dr. Bill Bright, the founder of CCC once said Success in evangelism is “to clearly share the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit and leave the results to God.” 

Any final questions on gospel proclamation or anything else before I assign homework for the week? 

1. Pray:
· asking God to give you a heart for the lost;
· asking God to open doors;
· asking God to show you three people to share with before this class is over.

2. Write down in once sentence what you think the Gospel is. It can be a run on sentence, but clearly write down what you believe the Gospel is. We’ll discuss next week.
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