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Introduction and Biblical Theology of Gender[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Introduction for Assembly: What does it mean to be a man? What does it mean to be a woman? Do men and women have different roles? Some might say those are the wrong questions, that we need a new flexibility when it comes to issues of gender and sexuality. Thankfully, the Bible speaks to these issues. And we want to listen to what scripture says in these upcoming 13 weeks in our core seminar on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood. I’m ______ and we’ll be meeting in __________.
] 

I. INTRODUCTION
[Pray]	
What does it mean to be a man? What does it mean to be a woman? At one level, gender differences are basic to our humanity. The procreation of the human race depends on sexual distinction. A man has one type of body; a woman has another. These facts of life were unquestioned for generations.
These days, though, many people doubt the very idea of gender as given. According to this new school of thought, one’s personal identity – including gender expression – is a matter of psychological self-understanding, not tied to anatomy and chromosomes. Many major universities have stopped having separate bathrooms for men and women because the administration has determined that it could be discriminatory to make someone choose a sex or gender that doesn’t correspond with their own gender identity when walking into a restroom. Such is the brave new world we live in.
Even beyond the issue of trasngenderism, for those who still view gender in binary terms (masculinity, femininity), lies the controversial question of men and women’s roles. Most folks remember a day when expectations for men and women were firmly embedded in the cultural fabric. What should we think about these expectations today? In the past, men were seen as more aggressive, less emotional. They were viewed as the primary breadwinners in their homes and focused on career. They tended to be interested in sports. They tended to be initiators in their relationships with women and felt that was expected of them. 
Women, on the other hand, were seen as more relational, more caring. They tended to be focused on the home and the raising of children. They tended to make up most of the volunteers in caring for the poor and other charity activities. They tended to be less socially aggressive. They were responders in their relationships with men and felt that was expected of them. 
Whatever you think about these expectations, times have changed. Today both major U.S. political parties feature women in prominent roles. Female CEOs and business leaders are commonplace and women are encouraged to “lean in” as they navigate not the corporate ladder but the jungle gym (as Sheryl Sandberg terms it) of career opportunity, family building and personal ambition. 
Then there’s the rise of the boy-man.  It’s a season of extended adolescence where men no longer leave home and establish a family. Why bother with a wife and a mortgage when you can live in your parents’ basement, play video games by day and barhop every weekend, all the while knowing that your next meal will be cooked… by Mom.
My point in citing these cultural stereotypes and profound changes to them isn’t to endorse any particular view of those stereotypes right now. Just making observations. My goal is to illustrate that in our culture, it’s not easy to answer my two opening questions (What does it mean to be a man? What does it mean to be a woman?), and many protest that those questions themselves are hopelessly outdated, even offensive.
As Christians, it’s our task to understand the issue of gender and men’s and women’s roles in the same way we answer the rest of life’s central questions. We look to God’s Word. 
II. PRELIMINARIES
And that is what we hope to do over the 13 weeks of this class: to look at questions about gender through a biblical lens. Before we dive in, today we’re gonna begin with some preliminary matters. First, let me explain how I’m using that word “gender.” Some today differentiate between “sex,” which is only biological, and “gender,” which includes cultural, psychological and behavioral aspects of masculinity and femininity. It may be useful to recognize that distinction sometimes, especially when talking with non-believers, but what I want to argue in this class is that gender is really a more comprehensive category – it includes the sex of our bodies and also extends to the dispositions that God has designed us to have as men and women. Yes, some aspects of gender are merely cultural and don’t come from God’s design – for example, dressing boys in blue and girls in pink. But there are some facets of gender that are innate to how God has made us, and we’ll be exploring that idea in the coming weeks. 
How? What’s our methodology? In this class, we will rely on the sufficiency of scripture. This doctrine teaches that the Bible isn’t only authoritative and completely true – it also contains all that we need to guide and instruct us authoritatively in all areas of our faith and life. Sometimes it will do so through explicit command or prohibition, sometimes through broad principles from which we draw implications. The sufficiency of scripture is seen in 2 Tim. 3:16-17: 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
So, the plan in this class is to be clear where scripture is clear, to be more guarded where scripture isn’t clear, and to engage charitably at all times, recognizing that people who will be together in heaven sometimes disagree about some of the particular ways in which biblical manhood and womanhood play out and affect our daily lives and roles. 
Now, in this class we’re digging into biblical teaching that has the potential to hit very close to home – to the core of who we are as created beings. How should we approach God’s Word – when what it says could be hard? We approach it not with an eye toward affirming or vindicating what we have already thought (though that vindication may well happen), but rather we approach scripture with an eye toward learning what God’s Word actually says, and where necessary, toward being shaped and refined by that Word in our understanding of the beautiful gift of gender and in our roles as single men and women, husbands and wives, parents, and church members. We’re all in this together for God’s glory. Let me ask you: when was the last time you changed your view on something because of what you learned from studying scripture?
Let me say too that biblical masculinity and femininity reveal themselves in every stage of a Christian man or woman’s life. Whether you’re single or married, an employee or a boss, a church member, deacon, deaconess, or elder, what we’re talking about in this class should have implications for you, though those implications might look different depending on the relationships and stewardships God has given you.
Ok, let’s turn briefly to the course outline (back of your handout). Here’s where we’re going. The next four lessons will be devoted to looking at texts that develop a picture of biblical masculinity and femininity.  Then we’ll turn to two ways in particular we can get the Bible’s teaching on gender wrong: homosexuality on the one hand, and rejecting the idea of God-given gender on the other. After that, we’ll think about men’s and women’s roles in the home, the church, and the workplace, spend time getting into the nitty gritty of some key biblical texts, and conclude with a panel discussion.
The hope each week will be to finish in time to take questions. And my and Blake’s contact information will always be in the handout if you have questions, comments, concerns, or want to raise something that we didn’t have time to cover in the class. Any questions before we move on?
III. BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF GENDER
What we want to do today is set up the rest of the course by outlining a biblical theology of gender. We’ll walk through the major chapters of the Bible’s overall story line – creation, fall, redemption, and consummation – and survey what it means to be created male and female. Consider this the view from Mt. Everest before we climb down in the upcoming weeks to take a closer look at the details along the trail.
A. Creation
Let’s begin, not surprisingly, at creation. We’ll spend most of our time here because the creation order is so foundational to the whole topic of gender. Please turn with me in your Bible to Genesis 1:26-27:
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27 So God created man in his own image,
    in the image of God he created him;
    male and female he created them.
Humanity comes from God. He didn’t have to create us – but he did. Making us brought him joy and delight. And he made us male and female. Verse 31 says “God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.” Gender – that is, maleness and femaleness – is his idea, and he is infinitely wise. Gender is part of the beauty of his immaculate design. 
Now, it’s worth noting that Christians sometimes disagree on the implications of the key texts in this biblical narrative about gender. There are two major perspectives on the Bible’s teaching on gender, and they’re often called “egalitarianism” and “complementarianism.” By a show of hands, how many of you have heard of those terms applied to this topic? As we walk through the storyline, we’ll give attention to how these two viewpoints handle the text so you can see what they say.
Egalitarianism holds that God created male and female as equal in all respects, full stop. The Egalitarian says that Gen 1:26-27 makes no distinction between woman and man insofar as both are equally made in God’s image, and both are given equal and undifferentiated responsibility to rule over His creation. Equality of essence or being on the one hand; equality of function and role on the other.
A complementarian, in contrast, argues that male and female were created by God as equal in dignity, value, essence and human nature, but also distinct in role. As we’ll see in Genesis 2, the man was given the responsibility of loving authority over his wife, and the woman was to offer willing, glad-hearted and submissive assistance to the man. Gen. 1:26-27 makes clear that men and women are equally created as God's image, and so are equally and fully human. But, as the next chapter shows, their humanity would find expression differently, in a relationship of complementarity – in other words, their roles “complement” each other.
Truth in advertising: we’re teaching this class from the complementarian position. That’s the view the elders of this church hold. Not because it’s convenient. Not because we think it will attract the masses to this class or this church. When I first started thinking about these issues as a Christian in college, I personally leaned toward egalitarianism. But what happened? I studied God’s Word. Scripture has a way of challenging our assumptions. We’re teaching this position not just because we think it’s right, but because it’s good. It’s what God has ordained and therefore it’s beautiful and glorious. It brings life, health and joy. I can attest to that in my own life, and I want you to be able to attest to that too.
Now, this doesn’t mean you can’t be an egalitarian and be a member of this church – you can. It doesn’t mean if you’re egalitarian, you should stop coming to this class. I’d encourage you to come; study the scriptures with us; ask questions, which would help to sharpen us. Or, if you think you’re complementarian, this doesn’t mean it’s time to check out! It’s possible to claim this as the Biblical view, and yet still have functionally egalitarian ideas or to live in a sinfully patriarchal way, taking complementarianism way too far and distorting it. Let the Bible stand over you and challenge you as well. 
With that said, let’s take a deeper look at these verses from Genesis 1. Again, notice verse 26: “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.’” We must begin here, because the Bible doesn’t start with the differences between men and women but with our equality. This is the foundational truth about all humankind, all men and women: we are created in the image of God.
What does it mean to be in the image of God? We can’t fully exhaust the glories of it. But theologians give us three concepts to help us define this idea. First, there’s a structural aspect: who we are. Verse 26, we are beings “after the likeness” of God. We’re not like the animals – each person has a soul. Like God, we are created to be rational - we can think. We’re volitional - we make decisions. We’re moral, we’re creative.[footnoteRef:2] We’re not exactly like God – he is eternal, we are finite; he is all-powerful, we are not; but we’re very much like him because he is a person and we are persons. [2: It’s worth noting, especially if asked about this in a question, that though the fall has compromised these capabilities in some people, it has not eradicated the essential personhood of every human being. Every human, even if unable to think or to tell right from wrong due to age or disease, has a soul and possesses the dignity of personhood.] 

Second, there’s a functional aspect: what we’re called to do. See the rest of verse 26: “Let them have dominion.” Or verse 28: “And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.’” We’re not only like God - we’re supposed to act as God’s representatives. Adam and Eve are his vice-regents, caring for his perfect place under his perfect rule. 
And third, we’re relational beings. Verse 27: “Male AND female he created them.” In chapter 2, we see it wasn’t good for the man to be alone. God is a relational God – one God existing as three persons in perfect love and harmony. And so Adam and Eve, and we, exist in his image to relate in love to God and to our fellow man. 
In the ancient Near East, the idea of an “image” was commonly used for a king to represent a particular god. The king over a tribe was the “image” of that tribe’s deity. That’s what makes Genesis 1 so radical: every man AND every woman – not just the king – are made in the image of the one true God. 
Nowhere does the Bible say that men are more in God’s image than women. From its very first page, the Bible opposes the errors of sinful male dominance and subjugation that we see in many cultures historically. No one should feel proud or “superior” because he’s a man, and no one should feel disappointed or “inferior” because she’s a woman. If God sees us as equal in value, that forever settles the question of personal worth. 
Now we come to Genesis 2. If Genesis 1 shows us the Google Earth view of God as transcendent Creator, Genesis 2 zooms into the Google Street view and gives us a glimpse of God as Yahweh, the immanent personal Lord. We dive into that 6th day of creation and see how the events unfolded. Listen to verses 15 and then 18-24:
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it…. [Verse 18,] Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him. Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Egalitarians say these verses are about God providing Adam with the fellowship he so badly needed – fellowship with someone who was his equal. Complementarians agree that the woman is his equal, but also observe that God also made the one the head and the other the helper.

Where do we get this? We see that God put the man in the garden first (that is, before Eve was created); we see that God first charged the man to work the garden and take care of it; God gave the man the authority to name the animals. We see that God created the woman after the man and literally from the man. Paul teaches that this order of creation implies different roles for men and women in 1 Timothy 2, a passage we’ll come to later in the course. We see God giving Adam the authority to name his wife (“woman” here, Eve in Gen. 3). And we see in verse 18 the woman being created for the purpose of being a “suitable helper” to the man. 

Egalitarians are quick to point out that God is sometimes called the “helper” of his people in the Bible, and God doesn’t have a subordinate role to us. I would respond that it seems that God takes on the role of helper temporarily to come to the aid of an individual or of his people in a certain circumstance, while the woman here is created to be the man’s helper, which connotes permanence.[footnoteRef:3]  [3: See Köstenberger and Köstenberger, God’s Design for Man and Woman, 36.] 


This brings us to an important point: for the complementarian, difference in role doesn’t equate to difference in status, value, worth, or dignity. God sometimes “helps” his people, but that doesn’t mean that he is lesser than his people. Similarly, the woman is created as a helper but that doesn’t mean she’s inferior to the man. Role and worth aren’t one and the same. We look at the Trinity for the ultimate example of this: the Father and the Son are forever equal in being, essence, and worth, and yet they play different roles, with the Son submitting to the Father. That doesn’t lessen his Godhood one bit. 

Any questions?

B. Fall
Let’s turn to what happened next, at the Fall. Tragically, Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and in turn God punished them by cursing the creation. Egalitarianism says that sin introduced into God's created order an illegitimate hierarchy in the relationship between woman and man. So, look with me at Gen. 3:16, the curse on the woman:
To the woman [God] said, “I will surely multiply your pain in child-bearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for[footnoteRef:4] your husband, and he shall rule over you. [4:  ESV footnote has “against.” See Gen 4:7 where the same construction is used when God tells Cain that sin’s desire is “for” him. ] 

That phrase “desire for” conveys not a pure, innocent love, but a wish to usurp authority and control. Notice the ESV footnote says your desire will be “against” your husband. So the egalitarian suggests that the relationship of male/female equality intended by God in creation is now defiled by the presence of a sinful and harmful hierarchical tendency.
Complementarians, on the other hand, believe that sin introduced into God's created design a disruption in the proper role-relations between man and woman. What does that mean? Now, according to Gen 3:16, the woman would have a desire to usurp the authority given to man in creation, leading to man, for his part, ruling over woman in what can be either wrongfully passive, or wrongfully abusive, or rightfully sacrificial and affirming ways. The fall in Genesis 3 presents the distortion of previous roles, not the introduction of new roles. We still display God’s image, but we do so imperfectly.
As Christians, we should never be surprised by the brokenness and confusion in our world, especially regarding gender and sexuality. The Bible teaches that creation is cursed because of sin, and this is one of the most empirically verifiable doctrines! Disease, disorder, dis-orientation, deceitful desires -- we know these things are the result of sin, and that creation is groaning out and waiting for redemption, as Romans 8 says. When we hear about boys who are convinced that deep down they’re girls or vice versa, we’re saddened, but not shocked. And we’re equipped as Christians to respond in compassion and mercy with the gospel. Is it nature or nurture? It can be both! Because the effects of the fall stretch wide and deep. Much wisdom is needed to live in such a broken world. But, praise God, the fall isn’t the end of the story. 
C. Redemption in Christ
We move next to our redemption in Christ. This is crucial, because scripture presents Christ as the second Adam, the new and perfect man. He is the image of God in the truest, fullest sense. As Colossians 1:15 says, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” And through repentance and faith in his sacrifice believers are united to Christ. As a result, we can do what Ephesians 4:24 says and put on the new self, “created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” By his death and resurrection, Jesus conquered the power of sin and death and has begun to usher us into a new and better Eden, where we will live out our manhood or womanhood perfectly. So, this side of the cross, what the New Testament says about men and women and our roles is crucial. What do we learn?
Galatians 3:28 says, “There is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Neither sex is more spiritually worthy; both men and women are heirs of redemption, part of the body of Christ, and filled with the Holy Spirit. In the church, men and women serve each other. The egalitarian will take this and say that there is therefore is no legitimate distinction, in God's kingdom, between male and female. Rather, mutual submission is the rule for the home and the church. 
The complimentarian will respond by saying that Christ’s work doesn’t obliterate role distinctions, it redeems them. Yes, male and female are one in Christ Jesus. But also in Eph 5, under the new covenant, husbands are called to lead their wives through sacrificial love and wives are called to submit to them. In 1 Tim 2, we see that only men should have teaching authority in the church. In the Christian community, then, redeemed male leadership does not oppress, but bless, as men and women endeavor to express their common humanity according to God's originally created and good complementary design.
D. Consummation
What about when we come to the very end of the story – when Christ returns and believers dwell with God in the new heavens and new earth? The Bible describes that day as a day of new creation – Romans 8:21, “The creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” Some things will be different: marriage as we know it will be no more (Luke 20:34-36), because all believers together will be the Bride of Christ in joyful submission to our Lord. 
On the other hand, gender was God’s good gift in the original creation and it will continue to be so in the new creation. Paul teaches in 1 Cor 15 that we will all receive glorified bodies – unimaginably greater than our frail earthly bodies –but there will be continuity in identity, like a seed that becomes a plant (15:37). Even as you receive a new and better body, you will still be “you,” your sex included. 1 Cor 15:49 says we will perfectly bear the image of the man of heaven, Christ, on that day. God originally created men and women in his image and that is what we will continue to be in heaven – but his image will no longer be distorted in us! What a glorious day that will be for us as gendered people: the curse will be totally undone and there will no longer be any conflict between men and women, nor any internal tension about the gender God has given us. 
So, brothers and sisters, let me encourage you to keep the end in sight as we go through this class. God, in his infinite wisdom, has made you a man or a woman. But we can never earn our way to heaven by being perfect men or women. When it comes to “Biblical Manhood and Womanhood,” we’ve all already failed that test. We all must trust the perfect man who by his death makes a way for us to be adopted into God’s heavenly family. On that final day, we will live out our manhood and womanhood perfectly as God intends – only because of his undeserved mercy.  
Questions?
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